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Sir John French writes as follows in his despatch on
the-events of the next day, the 25th:
" The French were still retiring, and I had no support
except such as was afforded by the Fortress of Mau-
beuge; and the determined attempts of the enemy
to get round my left flank assured me that it was Ms
intention to hem me against that place and surround
me. I felt that not a moment must be lost in retiring
to another position.
" I had every reason to believe that the enemy's
forces were somewhat exhausted, and I knew that they
had suffered heavy losses. I hoped, therefore, that his
pursuit would not be too vigorous to prevent me effecting
my object.
"The operation, however, was full of danger and
difficulty, not only owing to the very superior force in
my front, but also to the exhaustion of the troops.
" The retirement was recommenced in the early
morning of the 25th to a position in the neighbourhood
of Le Gateau, and rearguards were ordered to be clear
of the Maubeuge-Bavai-Eth Eoad by 5.30 a.m.
" Two cavalry brigades, with the Divisional Cavalry
of the II. Corps, covered the movement of the II. Corps.
The remainder of the Cavalry Division with the 19th
Brigade, the whole under the command of General
Allenby, covered the west flank.
" The 4th Division commenced its detrainment at
Le Gateau on Sunday, the 23rd, and by the morning of
the 25th eleven battalions and a brigade of artillery
with Divisional Staff were available for service.
** I ordered General Snow to move out to take up a
position with his right south of Solesmes, his left resting
on the Cambrai-Le Gateau road south of La Chaprie.
In this position the division rendered great help to the

